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Most of the numbers are
originals by the band, with
Brubeck himself contributing
The Rainbow, with strongly South
African rhythms contrasting
with Western-style ensembles.
The appeal of the album is
summed up by the opener,
Bayete, with Victor Masondo’s
fretless bass wandering around
the rhythm and setting up
repeated fragments of melody,

a basic riff from which solo
instruments emerge for brief
dynamic statements. The use of
the fretless bass and the exultant
rhythms create a clear parallel
to Paul Simon’s Graceland from
almost exactly the same period.

Now and again the pace drops
as on Peace Medl, introduced
by its composer, Melvin Peters,
but overall the feeling is of

an infectious dancing rhythm
and catchy melodic riffs. The
seven-piece is headed by
exciting trumpeter Johnny
Mekoa, an older head among the
youngsters who went on to a
major career as a jazz educator
in South Africa. Other fine
soloists are articulate guitarist
Andrew Eagle, Zim Ngqawana,
eloquent on flute, and forcible

tenor player Nic Paton, but to
me the essence of the whole
thing is that exhilarating rhythm,
laid down by Masondo and
drummer Lulu Gontsana.

RON SIMPSON

COLE & WARD
BLUES & OTHER TRUTHS

Rawtone/ Green Bullet
RTRGBR2401 (44:19)

Although both Mark Cole and
Liam Ward are experienced
and prolific members of the UK
blues scene — Mark as guitarist
with several bands, harmonica
ace Liam as leader of his own
electric band and a member of
The Jake Leg Jug Band — this is

their first album together. Both
men sing here, whilst Mark plays
a variety of instruments, even
including accordion, and Liam
excels on harmonica, washboard,
jug, jaw harp and saw.The latter
list might suggest the jug band
approach, as is indeed present
on the rough and ready The
More You Drink.... But there is a
lot more to this release.

All of the album’s twelve songs
are originals penned by both
men, and they have something
worthwhile to say. The ‘Other
Truths’ of the album title refers
to such rootsy tracks as the
Louisiana bayou flavoured Ma
Jolie Fille, with its French lyrics
and zydeco-tinged accordion.
Moving on a little, there is a hint
of a Celtic sound present on
Itinerant Waltz, which otherwise
sounds to me very much like
vintage Ry Cooder, and a down-
home vintage gospel number
with Be Still My Soul.

The blues is the most prominent
style, of course. Even here
though there is a nicely eclectic
approach, from the moody Deep
Blood Moon a modern number
with a slight rock tinge and some

rather clever lyrics, to Honey’s
Coming Home, an excellent
homage to harmonica ace Sonny
Boy ‘Rice Miller’ Williamson.

Both the political commentary
of Mr. Big Shot and ‘Midnight
Motorway Blues, about the
travelling life of a musician

and containing perhaps the
only blues reference to The
Highways Agency, are set to
subtle but strong John Lee
Hooker influenced boogie
accompaniments. Food Off

My Table, another all too apt
politically slanted number, has
an early 60s Chicago blues feel
and groove, in contrast to the
mellow blues-ballad of Darling,
Please.

Musically of course, these guys
are in top form. Overall, this is
an excellent, very enjoyable and
sometimes thought-provoking
release.And of course, there is
also Weird Dream, which is just
...weird.

NORMAN DARWEN
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 IAZ2" BLUES * GYPSY * RHYTHM & BLUES * SWING * BEBOP * DIKIELAND — AND MUCH MORE

BRUCE ADAMS/ALAN BARNES QUINTET * THE SWING CATS (SPAIN) * TIPITINA * B.D. LENZ (U.S.A)
* CALYPSO MOON * THE SHUFFLEPACK * FLORENCE JOELLE BAND * THE TENEMENT JAZZ BAND
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THE WASHBOARD RESONATORS * ANDRES ROOTS (ESTONIA) * ALEX CLARKE QUARTET * JAMES
OLIVER BAND * BIG AL NICHOLLS * ROY FORBES QUARTET * DIGBY FAIRWEATHER * GIANNI T’'BAY
(ITALY) * HONEYBOY HICKLING BLUES BAND * THE JOURNEYMEN * THE WHISKEY BROTHERS * RICH
DICKINSON’S DRIVING FORCE * SHEILA WATERFIELD QUARTET * THE SHAKEDOWN BROTHERS
* SUNJAY * SWING CAFE * CHASE JAZZMEN * JOHN HEMMING & THE JAZZ LOBBYISTS * NILS
SOLBERG * WARREN JAMES HIT PARADE HEROES * JAKE LEG JUG BAND
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